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STIMULUS FUNDS TO BENEFIT VA PITTSBURGH HEALTHCARE SYSTEM
$11 Million From Recovery Plan Will Be Used to Improve Health Care for Veterans
PITTSBURGH –September 17, 2009 – VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System (VAPHS) will receive more than $11 million as part of President Obama’s economic recovery plan to upgrade the Surgical Intensive Care Unit (SICU) and emergency power distribution as well as replace the main plumbing system.  Construction on all of these projects at the University Drive Division is anticipated to begin this fall.    
The improved SICU will add 14 private rooms including two isolation rooms, nursing support areas, and a waiting room.  VAPHS expects to announce this $2 million construction award next week.   
“The planned critical care center expansion and renovation at VAPHS is important to ensure that the care of Veterans with complex surgeries or severe medical conditions will remain state of the art,” said Mark Wilson, M.D., Ph.D., chief surgeon and vice president of the VAPHS surgical department.
Right Electric, in Butler, Pa., has been chosen to perform the $7.2 million upgrade of the emergency power distribution system.  Lee and Ryan Environmental, of Greenfield, Ind., has been selected for the $1.5 million plumbing system replacement. 
These stimulus-funded projects are a testament to VAPHS’s commitment to providing the highest quality care in the most modern facilities available.   
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