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National Suicide Prevention Week

September 6-12, 2009

Be Aware -- Take Action -- Save A Life

Suicide is a public health crisis that claims 32,000 lives a year in the United States, twice that of homicide.

There are 91.2 suicides each day; 1 suicide every 15.8 minutes*.
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is working to prevent these tragedies.  Each VA medical center has a suicide prevention coordinator to make sure Veterans receive needed counseling and services. 

1-800-273-TALK or www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org
VA has worked closely with the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration to implement the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline network.  Veterans, and others, in crisis can call or chat anonymously online with specially trained counselors.

In its first 45 months of operation, the Lifeline answered 1 million calls.

For More Information

Call to schedule an interview to learn more about what VA is doing to prevent Veteran suicides and find out how you can help.

*American Association of Suicidology numbers for 2006 (the latest year for which national statistics are available), there were 33,300 suicides in the U.S. 
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