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VETERANS INVITED TO TOUR VA, ENROLL, MEET CONGRESSMAN
Open House Event Will Reach Out to Veterans, Help Them Enroll, Answer Questions
PITTSBURGH – November 19, 2009 – VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System (VAPHS) and Valor Healthcare will co-host a VA Primary Care Center Open House in Monaca this Saturday. Veterans and their families will have the opportunity to tour the clinic and meet the staff. VAPHS staff will help Veterans fill out VA’s enrollment paperwork and answer eligibility questions. Most eligible Veterans will leave the event with a clinic appointment for the following week. 
U.S. Congressman Jason Altmire (PA-04) will participate in the first hour of the event to help VA staff answer questions and respond to issues concerning Veterans. The event will be held from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 90 Wagner Road in Monaca (near the Beaver Valley Mall).
“I truly appreciate the VA and Valor Healthcare’s commitment to providing Veterans in my district with high quality health care close to home,” said Altmire. “I hope that Saturday’s event will help local Veterans learn how they can take advantage of all the services that the VA has to offer.”
In fiscal year 2009, VA provided care to more than 5.6 million unique patients. However, there are 23.1 million living U.S. Veterans. VAPHS is making a concerted effort to reach out to all of these Veterans to provide them with the care and services they have earned.

More than 4,000 letters were mailed to Monaca-area Veterans who are not currently enrolled in VA but may be eligible for health care. 
“This event is different than many of our other flu shot clinics and outreach events,” explains VAPHS Director Terry Gerigk Wolf, FACHE. “Veterans and their families will be able to meet the entire family at our Monaca clinic—the people they will depend on to provide their health care.”  
At the event, staff will discuss the services that are available at this VA primary care center, including preventative care, pharmacy, personalized care for women and returning Veterans, compensation and pension, burial benefits, the GI Bill, and VA home loans. In addition, Veterans with appropriate identification (such as a DD214 or military ID) will be able to receive a seasonal flu shot.
*Media is also invited to attend this event.

For more info: www.pittsburgh.va.gov/CBOC.asp, http://valorhealthcare.com/, www.altmire.house.gov/.
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