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VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System’s Veterans Justice Outreach Program is Underway
The Veterans Court Initiative is one part of this new VA program
PITTSBURGH – December 8, 2009 – VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System (VAPHS) has launched the Veterans Justice Outreach Program, which is designed to provide outreach to Veterans in contact with the justice system through encounters with police, jails and courts. The goal of the program is to provide timely access to VA services for eligible, justice-involved Veterans to avoid unnecessary criminalization and incarceration of Veteran offenders with mental illness.
VAPHS has designated Beverly Vanderhorst as a Veterans’ Justice Outreach Specialist who is responsible for direct outreach, assessment and case management for justice-involved Veterans in local courts and jails. “Veterans often pay a high price for serving our country. This program gives them an important second chance and provides vital support—such as substance abuse, mental health counseling and assistance with housing—to help them get their lives back on track,” says Vanderhorst.

More than 9 percent of people incarcerated in jails are Veterans, according to the most recent U.S. Department of Justice Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) Survey of Inmates in Local Jails. In addition, half of homeless Veterans have histories of encounters with the legal system. 

Beyond these statistics, the challenges that troops face in the aftermath of combat are well-documented. Many of the Nation’s newest Veterans have served multiple tours in Afghanistan and Iraq and have learned to live in a state of constant battle-readiness. Even after transitioning out of the military, these individuals often experience heightened levels of stress, depression, hostility and anger.

The VA recognizes a Veteran’s unique struggles and—through the Veterans Justice Outreach Program— is taking proactive steps to reverse these statistics. “This program helps reaffirm our deep commitment to Veterans, their health and their quality of life. We will go anywhere—even into the court room—to offer a helping hand and reach Veterans in need,” said Michael Moreland, VA Healthcare – VISN 4 Network Director.

The next Veterans’ Court is scheduled for December 9, 2009 and there are currently three Veterans on the docket for that day.
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