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WHEELCHAIR GAMES RETURN TO PITTSBURGH

31st National Veterans Wheelchair Games
to be held in Pittsburgh August 1-6, 2011
PITTSBURGH – April 22, 2009 – The National Veterans Wheelchair Games—where Veteran athletes compete in 17 sports such as quad rugby and archery, power soccer and weight-lifting—is an exciting combination of competition, camaraderie and courage. Some contestants are first-time, newly-injured Veterans, others are world-class Paralympians. No matter what their background, every participant gets the chance to reaffirm their abilities while enjoying the spirit of healthy activity and fellowship. In return, the Games celebrates our Nation’s Heroes and awards them with bronze, silver and gold medals in Olympic style. 
The Department of Veterans Affairs and Paralyzed Veterans of America co-sponsor the Games annually with financial assistance from corporate, civic and Veterans’ service organizations. The designated co-hosts of the 2011 National Veterans Wheelchair Games are VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System (VAPHS) and the Keystone Paralyzed Veterans of America (Keystone PVA). 
The largest annual wheelchair sporting event in the world, the Games uses rigorous competition to promote rehabilitation among Veterans who are wheelchair-bound due to spinal cord injuries, amputations and neurological diseases. Beyond athletic contests, the Games also includes exhibition and entertainment events.
Potential venues for the 2011 Games include the David L. Lawrence Convention Center, University of Pittsburgh’s Trees Hall, Princess Lanes Bowling Center and the Clairton Sportsmen’s Club. United States Senator Arlen Specter, United States Congressmen Mike Doyle and Jason Altmire, Adjutant General of Pennsylvania Jessica Wright and City of Pittsburgh Mayor Luke Ravenstahl have already written letters of support for the event.
Determined to host the best Games ever, VAPHS and the Keystone PVA are hoping to raise substantial monetary donations to offset the cost of the event. The competition will also require more than 2,000 volunteers to assist with all aspects of the competition, including transportation, set-up, water distribution and meals.   
In 1998, 539 wheelchair athletes gathered in Pittsburgh for “Triumph at Three Rivers,” the 18th National Veterans Wheelchair Games. This was the sixth largest athlete contingency in the first 27 years of the Games.  

In 2008, 497 wheelchair athletes from 45 states, Puerto Rico, and Great Britain competed at the Games in Omaha, Neb. This year’s event will be held July 13-18 in Spokane, Wash.
More Info: www.wheelchairgames.va.gov; www.pva.org/site/PageServer?pagename=sports_games
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