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2012 Research Publications

Hemorrhagic shock activation of NIRP3 inflammasome in lung endothelial cells. Xiang M, Shi X, Li Y, XuJ, Yin L, Xioo G, Scott
M), Billiar TR, Wilson MA, Fan J. Journal of Immunology. 2011 Nov 1; 187(9):4809-17.

Development of a Recovery Manual for Suicidal Patients with Schizophrenia: Consumer Feedback. Kasckow J, Appelt C,
Hoos GL, Huegel S, Fox L, Gurklis J, Zickmund S, Daley D. Community Mental Health Journal. 2012 Oct; 48(5):564-7.
Epub 2011 Dec 21.

Perceived discrimination predicts longer time to be accepted for kidney transplant. Myaskovsky L, Almario Doebler D, Posluszny
DM, Dew MA, Unruh M, Fried LF, Switzer GE, Kim S, Chang CC, Ramkumar M, Shapiro R. Transplantation. 2012 Feb 27;
93(4):4239.

Neurologic emergencies in patients who have cancer: diagnosis and management. Baldwin KJ, Zivkovi¢ SA, Lieberman FS.
Neurologic Clinics. 2012 Feb; 30(1):101-28, viii.



HERL

Human Engineering Research
Laboratories

In 2012, the Human Engineering Research Laboratories continued

its mission to improve the movement and function of Veterans with

Disabilities with the following projects:

¢ The Transfer Assessment Instrument is a 27-item scale that

enables clinicians to quickly determine if their patients are
performing transfers in accordance with best practices. It
quantifies transfer technique in detail and does not dis-
criminate based on subject characteristics such as upper
limb strength, trunk balance, disability type, and amount of
transfer experience. The scale items are based on HERLSs
previous transfer research as well as biomechanical and
ergonomic principles that minimize joint loading. The instru-
ment is currently in its third iteration and is being tested
with success in clinics around the world.

e The results of a survey of wheelchair users have indicated
that breakdowns are occurring at a large and increasing
rate. HERL staff are working to reduce wheelchair break-
downs in part by creating training materials listing simple
wheelchair maintenance steps that will be available on-
line. We are also creating more specialized online training
courses for clinicians.

e HERL continues its collaboration with the Walter Reed
National Military Medical Center in disseminating the latest
assistive technology medical and research information in the
State of the Science symposium series. The Center has also
partnered with the United States Marine Corps’ Wounded
Warrior Regiment with our Fabrication and Assistive Tech-
nology program, which teaches the basics of machining to
recovering Marines.

Monitoring adverse drug reactions across a nationwide health care system using information fechnology. American journal
of health-system pharmacy. Emmendorfer T, Classman PA, Moore V, leadholm TC, Good CB, Cunningham F. AJHP: Official
Journal of the American Society of Health-System Pharmacists. 2012 Feb 15; 69 :(4):321-8.

Informed consent for clinical treatment. Hall DE, Prochazka AV, Fink AS. Canadian Medical Association Journal. 2012 Mar
20: 184(5):533-40.

Impact of rifaximin use for hepatic encephalopathy on the risk of early postransplant infections in liver transplant recipients. Sun

HY, Wagener M, Cacciarelli TV, Singh N. Clinical Transplantation. 2012 Mar 20. Epub ahead of print.

Hospitalized patients” acceptability of nursedelivered screening, brief intervention, and referral fo freatment. Broyles LM, Rosenberg-

er E, Hanusa BH, Kraemer KL, Gordon AJ. Alcoholism, Clinical and Experimental Research. 2012 Apr; Vol. 36 (4), pp. 725-31.

The relationship between perceived discrimination and coronary arfery obstruction. Ayotte B, Hausmann [R, Whittle J, Kressin

NR. American Heart Journal. 2012 Apr; 163(4):677-83.

Impaired plasmalogens in patients with schizophrenia. Kaddurah-Daouk R, McEvoy J, Baillie R, Zhu H, K Yao J, Nimgaonkar
VL, Buckley PF, Keshavan MS, Georgiades A, Nasrallah HA. Psychiatry Research. 2012 Aug 15;198(3):347-52. Epub
2012 Apr 16.

A qualitative study of anticipated barriers and facilitators fo the implementation of nurse-delivered alcohol screening, brief
intervention, and referral fo treatment for hospitalized patients in a Veterans Affairs medical center. Broyles M, Rodriguez K,

Kroemer KL, Sevick MA, Price PA, Gordon AJ. Addiction Science & Clinical Practice. 2012, 7:7 (2 May 2012).

Impact of pharmacistmanaged erythropoiesisstimulating agents clinics for patients with nondialysisdependent CKD. Aspinall
SL, Cunningham FE, Zhao X, Boresi JS, TonnuMihara IQ, Smith KJ, Stone RA, Good CB; ESA Clinic Study Group. American
Journal of Kidney Disease. 2012 May 25. Epub ahead of print.



CHERP

Center for Health Equity
Research and Promotion

CHERP continues to advance the quality and equity of health
and health care for vulnerable Veteran populations through
rigorous health services research, partnerships with VA opera-
tions and policy stakeholders, research training and mentoring,
and service. This year, in preparation for the transition from a
Health Services Research and Development (HSR&D) Center of
Excellence to a Center of Innovation (COIN), CHERP refined its
organizational structure and expanded collaborations to support
achievement of the COIN program goals and its strategic goals.
As an example, CHERP reconstituted their Steering Committee
to ensure representation by key VA partners engaged in research
with CHERP investigators and recruited Dr. Matthew Chinman
to co-direct its Dissemination, Implementation, and Evaluation
Core and expand its capacity for implementation science.

Also this year, CHERP advanced its cross-Center research
program in partnership with the Office of Analytics and Busi-
ness Informatics (OABI), the Center for Minority Veterans, the
Office of Health Equity, the Office of Patient Centered Care and
Cultural Transformation, and VISN4 leaders aimed at improv-
ing health care experiences and patient satisfaction with VA
health care among racial and ethnic minorities. As an example,
in collaboration with OABI on analyses of VA patient satisfaction
data, CHERP investigators developed new analytical approaches
that provided OABI with a deeper understanding of facility and
patient-level factors that drive racial and ethnic differences

in satisfaction with VA health care. OABI has implemented a
number of these new analytical approaches into their national
reporting systems for VA satisfaction data.

Dr. Matthew Chinman

NF-«B inhibition delays DNA damage—induced senescence and aging in mice. Tilstra JS, Robinson AR, Wang J, Gregg SQ,
Clauson CL, Reay DP, Nasto LA, St Croix CM, Usas A, Vo N, Huard J, Clemens PR, Stolz DB, Guttridge DC, Watkins SC,
Carinis GA, Wang Y, Niedemhofer 1], Robbins PD. Journal of Clinical Investigations. 2012; 122(7):2601-2612.

Steadysstate analysis of audlitory evoked potentials over a wide range of stimulus repetition rates: profile in children vs. adults.
Tlumak Al, Durrant JD, Delgado RE, Boston JR. Infernational Journal of Audiology. 2012 Jun; 51(6):480-90.

Rates and correlates of health maintenance behaviors after living kidney donation. Myaskovsky L, Doebler DA, Posluszny, DM,
Dew MA, Unruh M, Crowley-Matoka M, Switzer GE, Dabbs AD, Chang, CH, DiMartini, AF, Shapiro R, Tan H. Progress in
Transplantation 2012 June: 22(2): 147-154.

Surgical training, duty-hour restrictions, and implications for meeting the accreditation council for graduate medical education
core compefencies: views of surgical interns compared with program directors. Antiel RM, Van Arendonk K], Reed DA, Terhune
KP. Tarpley JL, Porterfield R, Hall DE, Joyce DL, Wightman SC, Horvath KD, Heller SF, Farley DR. Archives of Surgery. 2012 Jun
1, 147(6):53641.

Teaching the teachers: faculty preparedness and evaluation of a refreat in screening, brief intervention, and referral fo freatment.
Childers JWV, Broyles M, Hanusa BH, Kraemer KL, Conigliaro J, Spagnoletti C, McNeil M, Gordon AJ. Substance Abuse.
2012 Jul; 33(3):272-7.

Racial and ethnic disparities in rheumatoid arthritis. McBumey CA, Vina ER. Current Rheumatology Reports. 2012
Oct; 14(5):463-71 Epub 2012 Jul 7.

HealthRelated Qudlity of Life as a Predictor of Mortality among Survivors of AKI. Joyce VR, Smith MV, Johansen KL, Unruh ML,
Siroka AM\, O'Connor TZ, Palevsky PM; for the Veteran Affairs/National Institutes of Health Acute Renal Failure Trial Network.
Clinical Journal of the American Society for Nephrology. 2012 Jul; 7(7):1063-1070.



MIRECC

Mental lllness Research, Education
and Clinical Center

The Mental Illness Research, Education and Clinical Center
(MIRECC) serves as a resource to all medical centers in VISN 4,
and to the network of medical centers at the national level, on is-
sues related to the treatment and prevention of comorbid medical,
mental health and/or substance-use disorders. MIRECC’s goal is to
improve the mental and physical health, quality of life and outcomes
of health care services for Veterans with mental illness. MIRECC
researchers achieved significant accomplishments in 2012 including:

e MIRECC faculty Robert A. Sweet, MD and David W. Oslin, MD
were the guest editors for the American Journal of Geriatric
Psychiatry: America’s Aged and Aging Veterans.
http://journals.lww.com/ajgponline/toc/2012/03000 (March
2012, Volume 20, Issue 3)

e Adam Bramoweth, PhD, MIRECC Postdoctoral Fellow, Gretchen L. Haas, PhD
received a MIRECC Pilot Award for his project, Clinical
Characterization of Insomnia: a Retrospective and [Historical]
Prospective Cohort Study.

e Recruitment for MIRECC’s Behavioral Health Research
Registry reached 919.

¢ John Kasckow, MD, received funding from the VA Cooperative
Studies Program for VA Augmentation and Switching Treat-
ments for Improving Depression Outcomes (CSP 556).

e Matt Chinman, PhD, was appointed Chair of the newly devel-
oped Peer Support Subgroup of the Mental Health Quality En-
hancement Research Initiative (QUERI) Recovery Workgroup.

e The MIRECC is partnering with the VAPHS Advanced Fellow-
ship in Women’s Health, directed by Melissa McNeil, MD, to
create a PhD clinical psychologist research track, directed by
Gretchen L. Haas, PhD.

fi

Patient care by VA psychologists in the 1950s and 1960s. Baker RR, Stenger C, Gurel L, Goldstein G. Psychological Services.
2012 Jul 30.

lessons leamed from a quality improvement intervention with homeless veteran services. Chinman M, Hannah G, McCarthy S.
Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved. 2012 Aug; 23(3 Suppl):210-24.

Medical, psychiatric and demographic factors associated with suicidal behavior in homeless veterans. Goldstein G, Luther JF,

Haas GL. Psychiatry Research. 2012 Aug 30; 199(1):37-43. Epub 2012 Apr 20.

Radical prostatectomy versus observation for localized prostate cancer. Wilt T, Brawer MK, Jones KM, Barry MJ, Aronson W],
Fox S, Gingrich JR, Wei JT, Gilhooly P. Grob BM, Nisouli |, lyer P, Cartagena R, Snider G, Roehrborn C, Sharifi R, Blank VWV,
Pandya P, Andricle GL, Culkin D, Wheeler T; Prostate Cancer Intervention versus Observation Trial (PIVOT) Study Group. New
England Journal of Medicine 2012; 367:203-213.

Perceived barriers to hepatitis C therapy for patients receiving opioid agonist treatment. Zickmund, Susan L. PhD; Campbell,
Scott A. MD; Tirado, Carlos F. MD, MPH; Zook, Carolyn L. MS; Weinrieb, Robert M MD. Journal of Addiction Medicine.
2012 Sep; 6(3):2339.

A study of racial/ethnic differences in treatment preferences among lupus patients. Vina ER, Masi CM, Green SL, Utset TO.
Rheumatology (Oxford). 51(9); 1697-1706.

Medicare part D and potentially inappropriate medication use in the elderly. Donohue JM, Marcum ZA, Gellad WF, lave R,
Men A, Hanlon JT. American Journal of Managed Care. 2012; 18(9):e315€322

Does age moderate the relationship between depressive symptoms and suicidal ideation in middleaged and older patients with
schizophrenia and subthreshold depression@ Kasckow J, Golshan S, Zisook S. American Jounal of Geriatric Psychiatry. 2012
Sep 18. Epub ahead of print.



GRECC

Geriatric Research Education
and Clinical Center

One of the key missions of the Geriatric Research Education and
Clinical Center’ s (GRECCO) is to advance scientific knowledge
regarding such needs and the methods of meeting those needs by
facilitating a higher quality of geriatric care through:

e geriatric and gerontological research

e training of health personnel in the provision of health care
to older individuals

e development and evaluation of improved models of clinical
service for older Veterans.

GRECC research focuses on areas such as:

e neuronal cell death in stroke and neurodegenerative diseases

e hearing, communication disorders, and aphasia rehabilita-
tion in stroke and aging

e mobility in the elderly

e polypharmacy

e pain assessment and treatment in the elderly

e barriers to delivery of care to the elderly

e stroke-related quality of life measures

e avoiding inappropriate prescribing and medication errors in
long term care

Research Accomplishments:

e Number of Peer Reviewed Publications: 85

e Number of Extramurally Funded Research Projects: 44

¢ Total Research Expenditures Reported in RDIS: $7,568,293

e Estimated VERA Research Funding for VAPHS generated
by FY2012 research expenditures: $3,062,500

e Merit Review Boards: 10 GRECC faculty served on 25 study
sections/grant review committees

e Editorial Review Boards: 10 GRECC faculty served on 32
editorial review boards

Clinical Trials

Center

The VAPHS Clinical Trials Center (CTC) was established in
2007. The CTC, which is supported by the Veterans Research
Foundation of Pittsburgh, provides services such as study
coordination and regulatory support to clinician interested in
conducting research. In 2012, approximately 20 investigators
were part of the CTC. A total of 17 studies were actively enroll-
ing during the year, while another 15 were providing follow up
to subjects with 51 patients volunteering to participate. In 2012,
approximately 70% of CTC participants were enrolled in studies
evaluating investigational drugs.




VAPHS Researchers

In Focus

Dr. Michael Boninger

In October 2012, Michael Boninger, M.D., Medical Director of the
Human Engineering Research Laboratories was elected into the
prestigious Institute of Medicine (IOM). Dr. Boninger’s research
efforts at both the VA and the University of Pittsburgh focus on
technologies to improve the lives of individuals with spinal cord in-
jury and other disabilities. His work has led to the development of
patents for wheelchair devices throughout the world. In addition
these research activities, Dr. Boninger is a teacher and mentor to
many junior investigators.

Dr. Boninger was selected by current IOM members through a
rigorous process. Election requires a commitment to volunteer
on boards and in other activities carried out by IOM in its role

as an independent, science-based advisor on health issues. The
IOM was established in 1970 as the health branch of the National
Academy of Sciences.

Dr. Peter L. Strick

- In May 2012, in recognition of his scientific contributions and

accomplishments, Dr. Peter L. Strick was elected to membership
in the prestigious U.S. National Academy of Sciences (NAS).
The NAS was established by President Abraham Lincoln in 1863
to provide independent advice to the government on matters
related to science and technology. Election to the Academy is
considered one of the highest honors that can be accorded a U.S.
scientist or engineer.

Dr. Strick, a senior VA research career scientist, is director of
the Systems Neuroscience Institute, co-director of the Cen-

4 ter for the Neural Basis of Cognition, a joint program between
the University of Pittsburgh and Carnegie Mellon University.
Dr. Strick’s research investigates the neural circuits that are
responsible for the control of voluntary movement, cognition
and affect. He developed the use of viruses with an affinity for
neurons as a new technique for unraveling connections in the
central nervous system. According to the NAS, Dr. Strick is
among the 84 new members and 21 foreign associates from 15
countries who were recognized this year for “their distinguished
and continuing achievements in original research.”



VAPHS Research Administration

Steven. H. Graham, MD, PhD, Associate Chief of
Staff for Research and Development

Stuart R. Steinhauer, PhD, Acting Deputy Associate
Chief of Staff for Research and Development

Nicholas Squeglia, Administrative Officer/Associate
Chief of Staff for Research and Development

VAPHS Research Administration Staff

Krissa Caroff Stephanie Partee
Lisa Gaston Shannon Reichel
Curtis Katz Elizabeth Toth
Kathy Parks Jessica Viglione

VAPHS Research Statistical and
Bioinformatics Core

Monique Boudreaux Kelly, PhD
Joseph M. Mikolic, PhD

Veterans Research Foundation
Administrative Staff

Patricia Simms
Laura Thompson

Committee Chairpersons

Gretchen Haas, PhD, Chairperson, VAPHS Research
and Development Committee

Bruce Ling, MD, MPH, Chairperson, VAPHS
Institutional Review Board 1

George Dougherty, MD, Chairperson, VAPHS
Institutional Review Board 2

Robert Sweet, MD, Chairperson, VAPHS
Institutional Biosafety Committee (outgoing)

Jie Fan, MD, Chairperson, VAPHS Institutional
Biosafety Committee (incoming)

Amanda Smith, PhD, Chairperson, VAPHS
Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee

Debra K. Weiner, MD, Chairperson, VAPHS
Research Scientific Evaluation Committee
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