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2011 Spirit of the
Games Winner:
Jerry “Bull” Baylor
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Presented by Paralyzed Veferans of America and the Department of Veterans Affairs




In sports and in life, Jerry Baylor doesn’t stop
Gary J. Kunich, Clement J. Zablocki (Milwaukee) VA Medical Center

Countless thank-yous to the city of Pittsburgh, and to Games




erry “Bull” Baylor did everything right
on the motorcycle that day in 1980.

The Marine Veteran was wear-
ing a helmet and looked both ways be-
fore the light turned green. He was only
going five miles per hour when he was

hit by a car with faulty brakes.

The motorcycle was replaced with a wheel-
chair, but Baylor—a native of Leechburg,
Pa.—has never stopped rolling, whether
its on the road, visiting VAs to inspire
other disabled Veterans or encouraging
them to participate in the National Veter-
ans Wheelchair Games.

Is that never-say-quit attitude
that earned Baylor the Spirit of
the Games Award, which will be
no surprise to those who know
him or have seen him in action.

Navy Veteran Tom Strang—a
fellow member of the Penn-
sylvania team—said Baylor
pulled him back into the world after his

own life-changing experience.

“He’s a maniac athlete,” Strang said.
“When I first got hurt, I was very de-
pressed....Jerry got me out hunting and
told me about fishing.”

“Just by being around Jerry and see-
ing...he’s a quad, and he was doing
better than me with a wheelchair, so I

just had to lose weight to keep up with
him,” Strang added.
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Baylor at last years Games (left) and during a Steelwheelers quad rugby practice (right).

For Baylor, it comes naturally.

“I never stopped,” he said. “I got up in the
hospital, got in the wheelchair and kept go-
ing. Now I make it my mission to get other
people to go to the Games. That’s all I talk
about. That's why they call me ‘Bull.”

He credits the Pittsburgh Steelwheel-
ers—a local wheelchair sports organi-
zation—with getting him going in the
first days after his accident.

“I was going to local wheelchair competi-
tions before there was a VA Wheelchair

He has a good heart. He
has it in him that he will
never quit.

— Alicia Pastva,

Games,” said Baylor, who participated in
the first Games in Richmond, Va., in 1981.

This year, he’s competing in track events
but had to sit out his usual quad rugby
because of a shoulder injury.

“I've already done everything,” he said.
“The medals arent what's important to
me. What's important is I've talked 40
or 50 guys into joining me at the Games
to show them what they can do. When
you see their faces out here for the first

Baylor’s girlfriend

time, man, that’s what it’s all about.”

Baylor admits that his burly build, un-
ruly beard and mess of serpent and skull
tattoos up and down his arms and torso
might give people the wrong impression.
“I usually do scare people,” he said,
chuckling, “but just at first. 'm a
nice guy. I write poetry, I paint, I go
fishing.... That’s my life.”

His favorite tattoo? The “USMC” on his

arm, which was also his first.

Baylor, who served from 1966 to
1970, believes his Marine
mentality was a big help af-
ter his injury, and he tries to
convey that to others.

That mentality is one thing
that attracted Alicia Pastva, his
girlfriend of 21 years.

“He’s just fantastic,” she said.
“He’s so genuine and so giving. I fell in
love with him because he has a good
heart. He has it in him that he will
never quit.”

Baylor shrugs at the compliment.

“I think certain people are just born
with something that allows them to

take anything,” he said. “I tell people
it’s just a learning experience, but you
can keep going.”m

athletes, coaches and their families, for a phenomenal week filled with legendary moments! Safe travels!
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Welcome to Richmond!

Darlene Edwards, Public Affairs Officer,
Hunter Holmes McGuire (Richmond) VA
Medical Center

irginia is often known as the state
for lovers.

That is, lovers of beautiful art, nature,
shopping, delicious cuisine, sports and
much more! Richmond, the capital city,
will place you at the heart of the excite-
ment that Virginia has to offer and is
the perfect place for the 32nd National
Veterans Wheelchair Games.

The Games began more than 30 years
ago on the campus of the Richmond VA
Medical Center, and it is a privilege to
have this event return to our community.

A short drive from the breathtaking
Blue Ridge Mountains and the Atlantic
Ocean—and just south of our nation’s
capital—Richmond is truly a great va-
cation destination.

Often described as the “biggest little
town around,” the city has impressive
cultural attractions, such as the Virginia
Fine Arts Museum, which boasts inter-
national exhibits; the Edgar Allen Poe
Museum; and the Science Museum of
Richmond. We also have restaurants
with a wide variety of cuisines in our
Shockoe Bottom and Carytown com-
munities, close to where the Games will
take place. After a delicious meal, you
can stroll through quaint shops to expe-
rience our small-town atmosphere.

Games Video

Scan the QR code with your
smartphone fo watch!
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Just a short drive from the hotels
where you will stay is the impressive
James River, the historic Agecroft Hall
and President John Marshall’s home,
among other interesting venues. You
can also enjoy the beauty of nature
near the city at Maymont Park and
Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden.

For the sports fan, Richmond is home
to two arena football teams. Or, you can
visit the Diamond for a Flying Squir-
rels baseball game and fireworks. And
we are, of course, proud basketball fans,
being home to the Virginia Common-
wealth University men’s team (in the
Final Four this year!) and the University
of Richmond (in the Sweet 16).

We are very proud to host the Games
and excited to share Richmond’s hos-
pitality with athletes, coaches, vol-
unteers and staff.=

Departure
Informatio

» Airport shuttles from the Omni
and Westin will run from
3a.m. to3 p.m.

» Once you arrive af the airport,
a volunteer will meet you where
the shutile drops you off and
escort you to check-in tables
with your luggage and specialty
chair(s).

» You must get on the shutle four
hours before your flight departs.

Top: Richmond skyline. Bottom: Lewis Ginter Bo-
tanical Garden. Courtesy of Richmond Metropolitan

Convention and Visitors Bureau.

Games Online

Stay on top of all the Games
action with #NVWG on Twitter!

L NVWG

www.wheelchairgames.va.gov

Kl VAPHS

www.pittsburgh.va.gov/NVWG

y Facebook

www.facebook.com /VAPHS

u Twitter

twitter.com /VAPitisburgh
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