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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System receives Association for the Accreditation of Human Research Protection Programs, Inc. (AAHRPP) Accreditation

PITTSBURGH – September 19, 2008 –The Association for the Accreditation of Human Research Protection Programs, Inc. (AAHRPP) has announced that it has accredited VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System. To date, 138 organizations representing more than 600 entities have earned AAHRPP accreditation.

“I believe this is a tremendous achievement for our facility and could not have been accomplished without the leadership and support of VAPHS and VA Healthcare – VISN 4, which has allowed us to assemble a great team to work on this effort and to establish the processes required to enhance our human subject protections in research,” said Dr. Ali Sonel, VAPHS Associate Chief of Staff for Research and Development.

AAHRPP-accredited organizations consist of those in the biomedical and behavioral and social sciences research fields, including community hospitals, teaching hospitals, independent review boards, research institutes, contract research organizations, and universities, and also a private, independent research facility. 

“AAHRPP’s goal is to improve protections for research participants by setting uniform, high standards across the research enterprise―in both the private and non-profit sectors,” said AAHRPP President and CEO Marjorie A. Speers, Ph.D. 

Through the rigorous accreditation process, organizations must demonstrate that they have built extensive safeguards into every level of their research operation and that they adhere to the highest standards for research. AAHRPP’s standards exceed federal regulations by requiring organizations to address conflicts of interest, to provide community outreach and education and to apply the same stringent protections to all research involving human participants. (Under federal regulations, such protections are mandated only for federally sponsored or regulated research.) The accreditation process typically results in system-wide improvements that enhance protections for research participants and promote high-quality research.

Accreditation is available to U.S. and international organizations that conduct biomedical, behavioral or social sciences research involving human participants. Decisions on accreditation are announced quarterly, and accreditation is valid for three years.

AAHRPP is a non-profit organization that works with organizations that conduct human research to raise the level of protection for research participants. AAHRPP accredits organizations that can demonstrate they provide participant safeguards that surpass the threshold of state and federal requirements. The accreditation program utilizes a voluntary, peer-driven, educational model. 

###

[image: image1.jpg]