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U.S. CONGRESSMAN TO PARTICIPATE IN GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY
New Ambulatory Care Center will revolutionize health care for Veterans
ALL MEDIA ARE INVITED TO ATTEND

WHO:  U.S. Congressman Jason Altmire (D-PA) as well as local Department of Veterans Affairs leadership staff will break ground for the construction of a new patient care building at the Heinz facility in O’Hara Township.  

WHEN:  Monday, May 11, 2009; 11:00 a.m.

WHERE:  Heinz Division (1010 Delafield Road, 15215); Community Living Center Rec Hall, Bldg. 51

WHAT:
 The almost $40 million Ambulatory Care Center will house physical rehabilitation, primary care, audiology, dental, adult day care, outpatient pharmacy, patient education, and prosthetics. The design concept reflects the technological advances in the delivery of health care and includes a color-coded way-finding system, increased parking, and wireless clinical IT systems to enhance the current computerized clinical patient record system. 
This Ambulatory Care Center is the fourth building of a multi-million dollar construction project that will receive silver certification from the United States Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environment Design green building rating system.  The open and transparent process of obtaining LEED certification saves money in energy costs while creating a healthier work environment.  

“The opening of VA Pittsburgh Health System’s new Ambulatory Care Center is another important step forward in our on-going efforts to ensure America’s veterans have access to the best possible health care,” U.S. Congressman Jason Altmire (PA-04) said. “It is critically important that we continue to improve the VA’s health care facilities so we can provide all American veterans with the quality health care they need and deserve.”

Pittsburgh-based Astorino designed this facility with direct input from Veterans and staff. Walsh Construction Company began construction began in late March.  The building is expected to be complete in July 2011.

This revolutionary multi-million dollar major construction project will enhance both behavioral health and ambulatory care services and achieve efficiency through consolidation of a three-division health care system into two divisions.  “This monumental construction undertaking serves as a testament to the unwavering commitment we all have to providing our Veterans with the best possible health care,” said VAPHS Director and Chief Executive Officer, Terry Gerigk Wolf, FACHE,  
For more info: www.altmire.house.gov/, www.astorino.com/, www.walshgroup.com/
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