***MEDIA ADVISORY***
Groundbreaking Ceremony TODAY for 
New VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System Consolidation Building
Who:

U.S. Congressman Mike Doyle (D-PA) as well as local and regional Department of Veterans Affairs leadership staff will break ground for the construction of a new patient care building at the Oakland facility.  U.S. Congressman Tim Murphy (R-PA) will also be in attendance. 
When:
TODAY, Friday, March 13, 2009; 11:00 a.m.
Where:
University Drive Division, Main Entrance from parking garage, 1st floor
What:
The “Consolidation Building” is a six-story building providing outpatient services and 79 secure, private psychiatric beds.  Patient care features will include multi-purpose rooms for dining and activities as well as rooftop gardening.  It will also include an education center, library and chapel.  By co-locating medical and behavioral care, it will streamline patient care and improve patient safety.  The new facility will enhance patient privacy and create a home-like environment for veterans in recovery-based treatment.
Pittsburgh based Astorino designed this facility with direct input from veterans and staff by engaging Astorino’s affiliate company, fathom. Through innovative pre-design research techniques based in psychology, anthropology, neuroscience and human factors, fathom uncovered users’ thoughts and feelings about the ultimate VA health care experience.  These important insights were then translated and prioritized into specific design guidelines that Astorino and Associate Architect, HDR, used as a roadmap to design a facility where the veterans can fully focus on their recovery.
Construction began on January 6, 2009, following the construction award of $75.8 million to P.J. Dick Incorporated, headquartered in West Mifflin, Pa.  The building is expected to be complete in October 2011.
The Consolidation Building is part of a revolutionary multi-million dollar major construction project to enhance both behavioral health and ambulatory care services and to achieve efficiency through consolidation of a three-division health care system into two divisions.  

All Media are invited to attend

For more information, Contact:
David E. Cowgill
Public & Community Relations Manager

VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System

(412) 822-3578
David.Cowgill@va.gov
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