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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: VA RECEPTION FOR DR. RAJIV JAIN | SERVICE TO AMERICA MEDAL WINNER
PITTSBURGH – January 22, 2009 – Dr. Rajiv Jain, VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System’s Chief of Staff and MRSA Program Director, will be honored as the 2008 Service to America Medal winner in the category of Citizen Services at a VA reception January 23 at the Carnegie Mellon University Center at 1:30 p.m. Dr. Jain received a Citizen Services Medal for developing and leading an initiative that is eliminating methicillin-resistant staphylococcus areus (MRSA) infections in VA and throughout the U.S.
U.S. Congressman Tim Murphy will be in attendance and will give his thoughts on Dr. Jain’s significant accomplishments.
The Service to America Medals have earned a reputation as one of the most prestigious awards dedicated to celebrating America’s civil servants. The Citizen Services Medal recognizes a federal employee for a significant contribution to the nation in activities related to social services (including economic development and assistance, education, health care, housing, labor, and transportation).
First discovered in 1968, MRSA is responsible for more than 60 percent of national staphylococcus infections, causing longer hospital stays, recovery complications and death. Dr. Jain and his team at VAPHS found that simple prevention measures such as, early detection, enhanced emphasis on hand hygiene and isolation for identified carriers dramatically reduces instances of MRSA infection, costs of treatment and loss of life. 
“There are so many good leaders in the VA. To be selected, I feel quite honored,” Jain said. “In the end, it's the staff that does the work and I thank them each for their dedication to better care.”

Dr Jain’s program for MRSA prevention cut MRSA infections at VAPHS by 60 percent, and has since provided a model for infection reduction that has been replicated at every VA medical center across the country, has been legislatively required of private practice in many states, and is currently spreading to other parts of the world. Currently, the number of MRSA infections at VAPHS has dropped from an average of 60 infections annually to 17 last year. The surgical unit at the hospital has cut its rate by 70 percent. Similar reductions in rates of infection across VA’s medical system have resulted in improved care for the veterans we serve.
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