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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System Community Relations Manager Honored by U.S. Office of Personnel Management for Heroism & Charity
PITTSBURGH – David E. Cowgill, Public & Community Relations Manager for VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System (VAPHS) and VA Healthcare – VISN 4, was recently selected as the National Office of Personnel Management (OPM) Combined Federal Campaign Civilian Hero. He received the award at a ceremony in the White House Complex on Friday, May 30, 2008. This is the first time anyone has received this prestigious award twice.

"It is an honor to have been selected to receive the CFC National Hero award again,” said Cowgill. “However, the real winners and the true heroes are all of the charities who received additional funds to carry out their mission of improving the lives of millions as a result of the campaigns I led.”
The Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) is the only authorized solicitation of employees in the Federal workplace on behalf of charitable organizations. It continues to be the largest and most successful workplace fundraising model in the world, with more than 300 CFC campaigns throughout the country and internationally to help to raise millions of dollars each year. With a tradition of commitment to the community through the selfless efforts of Federal employees, the CFC has its roots in the many charitable campaigns of the early 1960s. Seeing a need to bring the diversity of fundraising efforts under one umbrella, the CFC was established by President John F. Kennedy – one campaign, once a year. Pledges made by Federal civilian, postal and military donors during the campaign season (Sept. 1 to Dec. 15) support eligible non-profit organizations that provide health and human service benefits throughout the world. 

The CFC Hero must demonstrate an exceptional commitment to CFC as well as exhibiting a commitment to volunteerism on a personal level. They must be an outstanding employee who has gone beyond the call of duty and made a significant difference during the campaign in addition to demonstrating leadership qualities such as the ability to implement change by establishing direction, aligning, motivating and inspiring people, while always being willing to take risks.   

During the 2007 campaign, Cowgill served as the chairperson for the more than 3,000-employee VA Pittsburgh for the second year in a row. Even though the 2006 VAPHS CFC was the most successful in its history, Cowgill wanted to raise the bar even higher. By collecting $231,979.19 VAPHS surpassed last year’s collections by $53,696.25, a 30% increase. This was also a 219% increase from the 2005 campaign, before Cowgill became the VAPHS CFC chairperson. Since Cowgill came on board, CFC participation rates throughout Veterans Affairs in Pittsburgh have nearly tripled and the per capita gift has more than doubled going from $31 to $75, which is the highest in the region, exceeding the national per capita gift by $5 and the local per capita gift by nearly $20. VAPHS is a member of the Three Rivers CFC.      

In 2007 Cowgill also initiated an ambitious, first-time VISN-wide campaign. VA Healthcare - VISN 4 is a network of ten Department of Veterans Affairs hospitals located throughout Pennsylvania, Delaware, and West Virginia. During the 2006 campaign, the ten facilities raised a total of $503,836.87 for charities. Even though the ten facilities are all across three states, Cowgill helped each station revitalize their campaigns. VISN 4 raised more than $709,285.33, a 41% increase of $205,448.36 over what was collected throughout VISN 4 in the 2006 campaign.  
In addition Cowgill serves on the Three Rivers CFC Local Federal Coordinating Committee (LFCC) and works very closely with the Principal Combined Fund Organization (PCFO). The LFCC is responsible for conducting the CFC in a particular community and provides oversight for the local campaign in conformance with CFC regulations and policies established by OPM. Mary Beth Buchanan, United States Attorney for the Western District of Pennsylvania, serves as the Three Rivers CFC LFCC Chairperson. The Three Rivers CFC’s PCFO consists of Amy Ervin, Doug Bannick and Barbara Fitz, who are responsible for administering the local campaign and acting as the fiscal agent. The PCFO must follow strict OPM requirements and have an annual audit conducted by an independent CPA in order to maintain the credibility of the CFC. The Three Rivers CFC consists of 108 federal agencies in the campaign region of Allegheny, Beaver, Fayette, Greene, Washington, and Westmoreland Counties in Pennsylvania; Brooke, Hancock, Marshall, Ohio, and Wetzel Counties in West Virginia; and Belmont and Monroe Counties in Ohio. Cowgill has developed a broad understanding of the integral relationships of the LFCC, the PCFO, the agency heads, loaned executives, and campaign managers while developing a close working relationship within the LFCC.  Cowgill also received the local and regional CFC Hero awards.
Because of Cowgill’s ideas and personal commitment, hundreds of charities received a much heartier CFC result. Cowgill had to dedicate much of his personal time to working on CFC as well as catching up on other tasks which had to be reorganized and reprioritized in order to allow for his deep personal commitment to CFC. Cowgill had to put a great deal of research, brainstorming and planning as well as reacting to arising obstacles into effect in order to make both the VAPHS and VISN 4 campaigns a success. His two greatest challenges were accomplishing the influence of a paradigm shift throughout all 11,000 employees in the VISN who had misconceptions about CFC in general and influencing staff members to shift a portion of their personal charitable giving to workplace giving.
Cowgill has a master’s degree in public administration from West Virginia University. He is married and has one son. Cowgill finds his strength and energy for committing so much of his time and effort to CFC from the people who have influenced him the most in his life: his father (whom he lost to terminal cancer); relatives who have needed hospice care and were touched to find people (strangers) who lifted them up in their time of need; and those he sees every day – veterans who have seen the worst of humanity and yet are tireless in their patriotism and loyalty to supporting each other and the VA employees who selflessly devote their talents to caring for all of these veterans and their wide array of needs. Cowgill is an active volunteer in his church community, including serving as an instructor of pre-marital classes and has also served as a volunteer youth football, wrestling, baseball, and basketball coach.
Brainstorming, planning and training are already underway for the 2008 Combined Federal Campaign. This year Cowgill is again leading a VISN-wide campaign to try to raise $1 million throughout the VISN. He is also leading the VAPHS campaign to again achieve the most successful Combined Federal Campaign in VAPHS history. By putting into action his selfless aspirations, David Cowgill truly is a hero for hundreds of charities throughout the world.
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