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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System Employees Contribute More Than a Quarter of a Million to Charity
PITTSBURGH – Employees at VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System honorably serve our nation’s heroes every day. But during a ten-week campaign from October 1 to December 14, 2008, they proved their dedication to serving their community as well by raising $254,422.17 for more than 210 different charities throughout the area and world. More than 32% of VAPHS employees submitted an individual pledge while even more participated in fundraising events at VA Pittsburgh facilities.
More than $30,000 contributed through cash and check donations will be released to charities soon. More than $224,000 will be deducted from employee paychecks throughout the year. Cash donations included individual contributions as well as cash raised through bake sales, chili cook-offs, and other employee, patient, and visitor events.
The Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) is the only authorized solicitation of employees in the Federal workplace on behalf of charitable organizations. It continues to be the largest and most successful workplace fundraising model in the world, with more than 300 CFC campaigns throughout the country and internationally to help to raise millions of dollars each year. Pledges made by Federal civilian, postal and military donors during the campaign season (Sept. 1 to Dec. 15) support eligible non-profit organizations of their choice that provide health and human service benefits throughout the world. 

The 2008 VAPHS CFC results are $22,442.98 (almost 10%) higher than the 2007 campaign results and $76,139.23 (43%) higher than the 2006 campaign results.

Proving their unfailing dedication to veterans, 404 employees chose to direct their generous contributions to building a Fisher House at VAPHS. Along with fundraising efforts, $82,392.31 was raised to build a home away from home for veterans and their families while the veteran is receiving extended care or needing to travel to VA Pittsburgh for one of the specialized services offered there.
VAPHS is included in the Three Rivers CFC Local Federal Coordinating Committee (LFCC) and works very closely with the Principal Combined Fund Organization (PCFO) to ensure accountability. The LFCC is responsible for conducting the CFC in a particular community and provides oversight for the local campaign in conformance with CFC regulations and policies established by the U.S. Office of Personnel Management. Including VA Pittsburgh’s donations, the Three Rivers CFC raised more than $993,000.
For more information: www.pittsburgh.va.gov , www.3riverscfc.org/ , www.opm.gov/cfc/ , www.fisherhouse.org
	[image: image1.jpg]



VA Pittsburgh employees purchase baked goods donated and sold by co-workers to benefit charity
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A VAPHS CFC Keyworker helps an employee fill out a pledge form to donate to a charity of his choice
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VA Pittsburgh employees rolled a traveling bake sale cart to reach employees and veterans who could not leave their area to attend the event
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VAPHS employees, patients and visitors purchased ice cream sundaes and nachos to raise money for a Pittsburgh Fisher House
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VAPHS employees, patients and visitors were invited to pay $5 to sample 11 different types of chili that VAPHS employees had prepared and vote for their favorite
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