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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System to Mark National VA Research Week - ‘Delivering Excellence in Medical Research’

PITTSBURGH – May 12, 2008 – VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System will celebrate National VA Research Week May 11-17, 2008.  As part of the nationwide observance, VAPHS will conduct a Research Week Kick-Off for veterans, investigators, research staff, and administration at Highland Drive Auditorium (Building 8), Monday, May 12, 2008, at 11 a.m. The kick-off program will include:

          Ali F. Sonel, MD, VAPHS Associate Chief of Staff for Research & Development, will provide overview of research at VAPHS

          U.S. Congressman Jason Altmire will deliver key note address

          Mr. Jerry Baylor will share his perspective as a veteran who has participated in a VA research study

          Presentation of 2008 Excellence in Research Award

VAPHS has the distinction of being awarded four National Research Centers of Excellence in Geriatrics, Rehabilitation Research, Behavioral Health and Health Equities Research and Promotion. In FY07 VAPHS was awarded $24.3 million in research funds, which made it possible for 109 investigators to work on 333 research projects.

VA research is a national asset that benefits veteran patients and the entire nation by moving medical science forward. VA investigators play key roles in developing devices and techniques that revolutionized health care – such as the cardiac pacemaker, the CAT scan, and liver and kidney transplants. Today, VA is a leader in many areas of research, including AIDS, mental health, genomics, heart disease, cancer, diabetes, infectious diseases, and spinal cord injury.

 

For more information, or to schedule an interview with a researcher, please contact Heather Frantz at 412-365-4778.
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