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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Chief VA Physician Tours Revolutionary Residential Villas for Homeless Veterans to be Activated Next Month
PITTSBURGH – August 14, 2008 – The Honorable Michael J. Kussman, MD, VA Under Secretary for Health, visited VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System’s Construction Site for the state-of-the-art Residential Living Villas at the Heinz Division, Wednesday, August 13. The Residential Living Villas will replace the traditional domiciliary program that is currently located at the Highland Drive Division. 
The 61,000 square foot, 98-bed project, constructed at an estimated cost of almost $17 million, features private and semiprivate space in seven separate residential villas that include townhouse, apartment and patio style homes. The patio style homes are single story with three veteran accommodations in each unit. This style features one private handicap accessible room in each unit as well as a full kitchen, living room and two full bathrooms. The townhouse has two bedrooms on the second floor and will accommodate four veterans. The first floor includes a separate living room and kitchen. The apartment style homes are arranged into units each accommodating four veterans. Each apartment is on a single floor with a combination living room and kitchen, two bedrooms, two full bathrooms in each bedroom, and a half bath in the TV room.

The central support building will provide residents and outpatients with improved access to group dining, a job development center, educational resources and recreational facilities. The central building will also house the Psychosocial Residential Rehabilitation Treatment Program to include 16 bedrooms to accommodate 24 beds as well as living rooms and a dedicated dining area. 
The new state-of-the-art Residential Living Villas at VAPHS Heinz Division set a new standard in the architectural design and clinical operation of a traditional Domiciliary by providing a residential community setting for homeless and vocational rehabilitation. The villas will be ready to provide transitional housing and treatment to homeless veterans admitted to VAPHS’s Domiciliary Care for Homeless Veterans program beginning September 11, 2008. Veterans participate in the treatment program for approximately four months with the goal of obtaining community employment and housing.  
* Please contact Heather Frantz, 412-365-4778, for B-roll or additional photos of the tour with Dr. Kussman.
**Cutlines for attached photos:

Kussman.jpg:  Michael J. Kussman, MD, VA Under Secretary for Health, Rajiv Jain, MD, VAPHS Chief of Staff, Terry Gerigk Wolf, VAPHS Director and Todd Houck, VAPHS Major Construction Manager, tour the nearly completed construction of the residential villas at VAPHS, Heinz Division.

Kussman2.jpg:  Michael J. Kussman, MD, VA Under Secretary for Health and Terry Gerigk Wolf, VAPHS Director tour the nearly completed construction of the residential villas at VAPHS, Heinz Division.

Kussman3.jpg:   Terry Gerigk Wolf, VAPHS Director, Michael J. Kussman, MD, VA Under Secretary for Health and John Gennaro, Associate Director for Site Management look on as Todd Houck, VAPHS Major Construction Manager explains the use of the one of the shared kitchen areas that is in one of the nearly completed residential villas at VAPHS, Heinz Division.
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