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***MEDIA ADVISORY***
All Media Invited & Encouraged to Attend
VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System With Senator Specter
To Dedicate New Facilities for Veterans

What:
Ribbon-Cutting and Dedication Ceremony for VAPHS’ new Veterans Recovery Center (residential living villas) and Administration Building
When:
Tuesday, November 25, 2008; 11:00 a.m.
Where:
H. John Heinz, III VA Progressive Care Center

Building 69 (New Veterans Recovery Center Central Building)
1010 Delafield Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15215
Keynote Speaker:
The Honorable Arlen Specter, United States Senator 

Contact:
Heather Frantz, 412-822-3532, or heather.frantz@va.gov
Details:
U.S. Senator Arlen Specter, a staunch advocate for veterans, will join VAPHS and VA Healthcare – VISN 4 leadership and staff, along with veterans and community members, to dedicate and tour new, modern buildings recently constructed at the Heinz Division of VAPHS.
The Veterans Recovery Center includes a revolutionary style of a domiciliary in individual residential living villas as well as housing vocational services, health care for homeless veterans, and psychiatric residential rehabilitation treatment program.  The first of their kind, the residential living villas set a new standard in the architectural design and clinical operation of a traditional Domiciliary. Veterans participate in the recovery program for approximately four months with the goals of obtaining community employment and housing. This innovative design concept will create an environment of “veterans living in the community,” and provide improved resources for homeless and vocational veterans.
The contemporary two-story administration building encompasses approximately 70,000 square feet and will house approximately 250 employees.  Most of VAPHS business functions will be relocated to this building including the following:  Recruitment Center, Human Resources, Business Office (Fiscal, Accounts, Medical Records), Police Service Training Center, Contracting, and Credentialing & Privileging.  This environmentally friendly building is certified in the Leadership in Energy and Environment Design (LEED) Green Building Rating System.
These buildings were designed by Astorino and constructed by P.J. Dick, Incorporated at a total cost of $34 million.
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