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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System’s Chief of Staff, Dr. Rajiv Jain, was awarded the 2007 Mark Wolcott Award for Excellence in Clinical Care Leadership
PITTSBURGH – May 29, 2008 – VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System’s Chief of Staff, Dr. Rajiv Jain, was awarded the 2007 Mark Wolcott Award for Excellence in Clinical Care Leadership. Dr. Jain attended the VHA National Leadership Board Meeting on Tuesday, May 20, in Washington, D.C. to receive this prestigious award.  

The Mark Wolcott award was established in 1996 to recognize outstanding Veterans Health Administration (VHA) health care practitioners who are deserving of special recognition for their contributions in enhancing clinical care. The recipient of the Excellence in Clinical Care Leadership award is a health care practitioner in a leadership position who has demonstrated excellence through exceptional support for direct patient care providers, including support of innovations enhancing the quality of direct patient care.

Since his appointment as Chief of Staff at VAPHS in November 2000, Dr. Jain has led numerous clinical improvement initiatives. Under his leadership, VAPHS has a new Dialysis Unit, Diagnostic Radiology Rooms with filmless radiology services, a new Cardiac Cath Lab, Sleep Lab and Emergency Department. VAPHS’ Liver/Kidney Transplant Program, Bariatric Surgery Program and Glucose Control Program, are all recognized in VA Healthcare - VISN 4 and nationally for their quality of service based on positive outcomes.

Dr. Jain’s commitment and support of innovative approaches that redesign the delivery of care to improve veteran’s health has positioned the VAPHS and VHA at the forefront of patient safety and infection control throughout the United States. Dr. Jain is the MRSA Program Director and Co-Chair of the Veterans Health Administration’s MRSA Prevention Implementation Task Force, a national initiative that began at VAPHS to reduce and prevent Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA). In addition Dr. Jain serves as Professor of Medicine and Assistant Dean for Veterans Affairs at the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine. 

Dr. Jain received his Doctor of Medicine degree from Saurashtra University in India, in 1972. His graduate medical training included a residency in medicine, then a fellowship in hematology/oncology at the University of Connecticut affiliated program in Hartford, Connecticut, from 1974-1978. He also served a Hematology Fellowship at the University of Virginia Hospital in Charlottesville, Virginia from 1978-79. 
-More-
Dr. Jain is a Diplomate of the American Board of Internal Medicine, Hematology and Oncology Subspecialties. He is a fellow of the American College of Physicians. Dr. Jain served as the Chief of Staff of the VA Medical Center in Salem, Virginia, from 1993 until accepting the position of Chief of Staff of VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System in November 2000. Dr. Jain also served as VAPHS Acting Director for several months during the search, recruitment, and selection process for a new VAPHS Director.
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