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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System Uses Robotic System for First Time in the Cardiac Electrophysiology Lab
PITTSBURGH – November 10, 2008 – The first procedure in the University Drive Division of VA Pittsburgh Healthcare utilizing the Hansen Sensei Robotic System was performed by Dr. Alaa Shalaby in the Cardiac Electrophysiology (EP) Lab the on Thursday, November 6. VAPHS is the only Medical Center in Pennsylvania that has a robotic system designed for cardiac mapping/ablation procedures. 
This was the first EP use of a robotic system to facilitate ablation of atrial fibrillation in Pittsburgh. Using standard percutaneous access, a robotic sheath was used to maneuver an ablation catheter within the heart to map and ablate the abnormal rhythm. Ablative therapy of atrial fibrillation (an abnormal rhythm of the upper chambers of the heart) has gained increasing recognition and acceptance in recent years. Use of a robotic system to achieve the ablation lesions minimizes operator fatigue, improves reproducibility of the results and ultimately improves patient safety.
The Sensei Robotic Catheter System is designed to allow physicians to place mapping catheters in hard-to reach anatomical locations within the heart easily and with stability during the diagnostic phase of cardiac arrhythmia treatment. The Sensei system is compatible with fluoroscopy, ultrasound, 3D surface map and patient electrocardiogram data, and is adaptable to any existing electrophysiology procedure room.
Caption for attached photos sensei.jpg and sensei2.jpg: Dr. Alaa Shalaby performs first procedure utilizing the Hansen Sensei Robotic system at VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System.
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