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with colleges and universities  
in 23 states across America.391 NURSING STUDENTS. 650 MEDICAL RESIDENTS.

300 MEDICAL STUDENTS. 57 ASPIRING DENTAL PROFESSIONALS.

I am required, as part of my doctoral 
program in physical therapy at Duke, 
to complete a neuromuscular clinic 
rotation. When it came time to select 
programs, I marked VA Pittsburgh 
Healthcare System as my top choice.  
I wanted an opportunity to give back to 
Veterans; it was my small way of saying 
“thank you” for all the freedoms and 
opportunities that I enjoy today. I also 
knew that working at VA Pittsburgh 
would give me the opportunity to see 
many different types of patients, not 
just hip, knee and shoulder injuries. 

I was right. 
I have had the chance to work with 

all kinds of patients. Liver transplant 
patients. Patients with amputations.  
Patients who have survived stroke. 
Orthopedic patients. Patients with total 
knee and total hip replacements. Not 
many of my classmates will get an op-
portunity to see these types of injuries. 

Throughout it all, I have worked along-
side a very knowledgeable  
physical therapy team. They support 
me and encourage me to shadow other 
medical disciplines. My supervisor has 
even taught me about the challenges of 
managing a physical therapy practice. 

Thanks to these opportunities, I feel 
that I will leave here a little ahead of my 
colleagues. And while this was not an 
easy rotation—I have been challenged 
every single day—it has helped reinforce 
everything that I learned in the  
classroom and opened my eyes to the 
many different fields of physical therapy. 
If I had to do it all over, I would choose 
VA Pittsburgh again. Definitely. 

Sarina Dumbleton 
Physical Therapy Student,  
Duke University Corrie Odom

Director of Clinical Education  
for Duke University’s Doctor of  
Physical Therapy Program

Our program draws high-caliber students 
from all across the country, and our goal 
is to provide these students with a first-
class education. The clinicians and the 
administration at VA Pittsburgh share 
our deep commitment to educating 
learners. Our academic partnership with 
the VA offers graduate students like Sarina 
a chance to witness quality care while also 
receiving quality instruction. In addition, 
it places them in a wonderful part of the 
country and exposes them to a patient 
population that is both incredibly diverse 
and unique. We are thankful to give our 
students this chance to grow and excel, 
and we look forward to sending more  
students to VA Pittsburgh in the future.   
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